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Q4 - 2017 Issue

This is the ﬁrst issue cf “From Under the Tamarind Tree’, the oﬁficia[ newsletter of the Old ﬂloya[ists’
Association in the UK. The purpose of the newsletter is, to Eeep the fmternity cf fRoya[ists in the United
‘Kingofom informeaf cf the news and activities yeﬁaim’ng to our alma mater, and of course ORAUK.
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Highlights

o Stubbs Shield back at Roya[ aﬁer 30 years
o Roya[ won the 100™ Stubbs Shield aﬁer 30tﬁ years. This was the 1 oth occasion that ﬂ%oya(
secured the Stubbs Shield, the ﬁigﬁest among com]oeting schools.
o Royal bests STC at Tennis, Badminton, Basketball and Chess
o In chess, ﬂ%oya[ swept all age categories and secured the (Aturu}oane-?amémma Cﬁaffenge
T m}oﬁy which was on (ﬁ(er for the first time. ﬂ%oya[ leads St Thomas’ 2-0 in the series
which was launched in 2016.
»  Under 20 -55-05
» Under 17 - 4 -2
» Under 15 - 4.4 - 1.5
»  Under 13 - 6- 0
» Under11-5 -1
0 Roya[ won both Basketball and Tennis encounters between the schools while the water-
Jaofo encounter ended in a tie. ‘The Thomians won the first [eg 8-4 while CRoya[ won the
second feg 10-6. The Thomians’ Eeep the shield By virtue of their win last year.
e Royal wins the National Basketball Championship
o Royalwon the basketball championship in National school games
o ‘Royal Cagers also won the All Island under 19 tournament, The team remained
unbeaten right through the season,
o New Zealand tour of Champion Royal Rugby team
o The Cﬁam}aion ‘Roya[ ‘Rugﬁy team comyfetea[ their New Zealand tour. A contingent @(
30 Jo[ayers, 5 coaches, Master in cﬁarge, Senior games Master and the CPrinciya[ went on
the tour, a[ong with a group cf supporters. The tour was syonsorecf 6y a few corporations
and Alumni Associations, ORAUK Being one of them. The }o[ayers included the entire
squcw( @( 2018, yrovia(ing the Boys a fantastic chance to learn the game from greats such
as former All Blacks coach, Sir Graham }[em’y.
o  Shakespeare Drama Competition
o Roya[ reached the semi—finafs of the Sﬁaﬁesyeare Q—anﬁ’sﬁ drama Comyetition, with
ORAUK Being one cf the main Sponsors of the fng(isﬁ Drama and Theatre Society @(

Roya[ Co[fege.



. iRoya( Dominates the Roya[-T homian Regatta

O

o Autumn Extmvaganza 2017

Features
Skanda’s salutation to Eddie Gray

RCOBAA AGM - Eddie Gray Memorial Oration Ey the ‘J—[igﬁ Commissioner for Sri Lanka to Australia
and New Zealand, His iExce[[ency, Somasundaram Skandakumar.

(C(y)ym’gﬁts: www. RCUIk)




CRoya[ Cofﬂege old Boys in Australia Association (Victoria) held their Annual genemf ‘Meeting on the
17th Se]otemﬁer 2017. The ’J-[igﬁ Commissioner for Sri Lanka to Australia and New Zea(cma(, His
fxce((ency Somasundaram Skandakumar, delivered the Eddie Gray Memorial Oration quore a
c[istinguisﬁecf audience @C old ‘Royafists @( all vintages. The Oration is a traditional part (f the ﬂgencfa
of the AGM, and the G-(igﬁ Commissioner’s address this year was extreme[y well received and great[y
ap}areciateo( Ey the many attendees.

ﬂﬁer toucﬁing ﬁm’g((y on his association with Eddie, initiated in 1985 tﬁrougﬁ the Sri Lanka Cricket
Foundation of Victoria, and re[ating two anecdotes on the humorous side of the Gentleman’s ﬁfe which
raised faugﬁter round the crowded hall, the speaﬁer focusecf on how the Spirit of ‘Royaf was scrujoufousfy
fof(owecf Ey Fddie Gray, tﬁrougﬁout his ﬁfe.

“When our ﬁ’rst Prime ‘Minister ‘D.S. Senanayaée fe[( Oﬁ( his horse and died in Eddie’s arms, the blame

fe[( on the Mare. Eddie was quicﬁ to Jooint out that it was a seizure that led to the fa((, which was
conﬁ’rmecf later. In afoing so Eddie adhered to our first [esson, “To cfistinguisﬁ between rigﬁt and wrong
and to stand up for what is rigﬁt. 7

“When he got (ﬁc his Police vehicle to Jauncﬁ a man who was ﬁamssing a Eeggm on the street, he upﬁe(cf

our second ﬂasson, viz to “Emulate the strong but never forget to protect the weak”.

“In his blessed and Eﬁ’ssfu( 64-year marn’age to Yvonne, he lived up to our third lesson that “f\/ery n’gﬁt
im}o(ieaf a correspom{ing re.yoonsiﬁi[ity.”

As Head Treﬁact @C ‘Royaf Cofﬂege and tﬁereaﬁer as the first Cey(onese head of the Mounted Police and
Oﬁ(icer in Cﬁarge of the Fort Police, he c[iscﬁargec[ his duties with imyeccaﬁﬂz integrity, ujoﬁofcfing our
foun‘ﬁ lesson, viz “Greater the autﬁom’ty, greater then had to be the accountaﬁifity.

“When he stejopecf aside in the Boxing ring in a crucial international bout to allow his opponent to picﬁ
up his faffen gum guan[ and went on to lose the bout, he lived up to our next ﬁasson, that “It was not the
winning that mattered but how one Ja(ayecf the game.”

The ﬂ-ﬁgﬁ Commissioner added ” Indeed he ]afayea[ the Game @C Ltfe as well to Joerfection and 1 have no
doubt that the greatest scorer who called time on his ﬁﬁ, welcomed him to his ﬁeaven(y abode with open

arms.”

“Finally, gentfemen, let us ref&act on the portmits that adorn our sacred Hall of Fame. Those
c[istinguisﬁecf men are remembered even toc[ay for two tﬁings; their intellect and their integrity. Yes,



there is no greater asset that a man can cherish than his integm’ty, and Eddie’s was imyeccaﬁﬂz.”
“As a furtﬁer tribute to him, 1 [ike to mention that our [ives are divided between needs and wants. CBeing
human our wants will continue to cﬁange but basic needs will a[ways remain the same, rqaresentea( Ey

foocf, water, cfotﬁing, shelter and Joeace.”

“Our Country invested in us in our ear[y education and there could not be a better way to reci}omcate
that E(essing than to make our own meaningfu[ contribution to that process (y( peace, because no nation
can asyire to fug:i[ the true }aotentia( of its incfe}aem{ence unless that ina(ejoenaﬁmce embraces each @C its

citizens equa[(y.”

“Our foya(ty to our school is ref(ectec[ in a crucial [ine in our Co((ege song, ‘We Egpt tﬁy fame inviolate’.
Our National Anthem has the (ine ‘Eka CMawaEage Daruwo’ while our National f(ag has four Bo leaves
rejoresenting Karuna, Metta, Muditha and ‘U}oeﬁa, essentia((y love and compassion.”

“Loya[ty to one’s country must necessarify ref(ect commitment to these precious values as well, so et me
conclude Ey quoting a very famous J’oumaﬁst Oliver Stone in his farewe[( address at the US Writers
guifcf Awards 2017, “Find time to be Ey yourseg to listen to your inner silences. T1 ry to fina( the true
meaning to your ﬁfe on Earth, and, never give up on your strugg(e for _peace, a(ecency, and te[(ing the
truth”,

S}oecia[ Feature cmfrec[ s}oecia[(y for ’Roya[ Brethren in the UK.

“The Spectre (f {Royaf’ Ey Malinda Seneviratne

(Malinda Seneviratne (grouy of 1983) was the former editor of “The Nation’. He is a poet, critic, joumafist,
translator, })ofitica[ commentator, and activist. Known for his outsyoﬁen yoﬁtica[ views, his oyim’on }aieces are
among the most widé[y read in fng[isﬁ in Sri Lanka His poetry collections and translations of Sinhala texts
have also been wic[efy read and acclaimed, and have been frequent(y shortlisted for the prestigious Gratiaen Award,

which he won in 2013.

Malinda is the son of Mr Gamini Seneviratne, also a former CRoya(ist and a civil servant, and the late Mrs
Indrani Seneviratne who taugﬁt fEng(isﬁ Literature and Greek and Roman Civilization at Roya( Cof[ege,
Colombo. She was a livewire at ‘.Roya[ in 70s and 80s, contriﬁuting to many facets of Co((ege ﬂ'fe and ensun’ng her

cﬁarges achieve ﬁigﬁesr standards acaafemica[(y or otherwise.

Malinda wrote this piece egpecia([y for this newsletter.)



le you were a student at CRoya[ Eefore 1971 and returned to old haunts afrerwawfs, you would have sure(y
wondered wﬁy the co[fege grounc[s looked smaller. Sooner or later you would have noticed a [ong Eui(cﬁ’ng
that stretched from West to ‘East, from near the hostel to the Swimming }900[
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“A monstrosity

you WOU[C[SUT(Z@ te(fyourseg(.

le you entered Roya( aﬁer 1971 and aﬁer (eaw’ng school came back and strolled towards the Tamarind
trees you migﬁt wonder wﬁy the cofﬁage grouna(s looked (arger. You would soon ﬁ’nc[ out that most (f that
‘monstrosity’ has been demolished. “The monstrosity, ” had been put up for a carnival. What were ‘stalls’
for the carnival were later used as classrooms. ‘Monstrosity arcﬁitectum[fy speaﬁing tﬁougﬁ it was
sure[y a set of }orefewea( classrooms cﬁm’ng the cricket season, aftﬁougﬁ the view was q( a lesser order than
Oﬁ(erec[ Ey classes above the ‘Prq(ects’ Room.

le you [efr ﬁefore 1978, you would know of an institution called CRoya( Junior School and that its Jom’mary

function was to ‘gm(fuate’ 14-15 year old kids into CRoya[ Coffege. le you joinecf aﬁer 1978, it migﬁt
come as a surprise that a CRoya( Junior School actua(fy existed. FEven 1f you did know the ﬁistory @C
ama[gamation, the chances are that you would not know of a school song that was aﬁﬁ'erent from ‘School
where our fatﬁers’. You would know of ?[art(ey, Harward, Marsh, Boake and Reed, but 1f you were asked
about ﬁmcfﬁy, Perera, Reed and Samjoson, you Jm’oﬁaﬁfy wouldn’t associate the names with Houses.

le you were a scout in the seventies and eigﬁties, you migﬁt remember that there was a small hole on the
rigﬁt column as you came up the stairs from the Scount Room. You migﬁt remember “KCU’ carved
under this hole. You may not know that it stood for the man who made that (ittle hole in the wall where
scouts would [eave messages for one another (ong cgcrer he (efr CRoya( KCU stood for Karl Cezanne
Uduman.

FEven 1f you were a scout, you may have had no notion (f this hole, the initials or the man. You would
have nevertheless gooaf memories of the Scout Room. However, 1f you wandered into school tocfay and
was Joersuadéc[ By nosta(gia to take a look at the Scout Room, you would fincf it gone. le you asked any
scﬁoo(ﬁoy what ﬁajg}aenea( to the Euifc{ing he would no doubt tell you ‘there was never such a Euifcﬁ’ng

here?

Time _passes, tﬁings cﬁange. old Euifaﬁ’ngs are torn down, new ones come up. The gmcfe 1 Buifc[ing is
gone. Years ago, there was no ‘Skills Centre,” but now there is. No “MAS Arena’ or even MAS back in
the c[ay, but these are proper nouns that are famiﬁar to present c[ay students. Where there was Race
Course Avenue, now there’s ‘Rajaﬁeeya Mawatha. ‘Rugger is not Jo[ayec[ where cricket is ]o[ayeaf and the
season doesn’t start in May but in ?l]ori[. There’s a part (f ‘Roya( Co[fege on the other side @C Reid

‘Avenue now.



1t’s a cﬁjj(erent era and a cﬁjj(erent school. ‘T oc[ay, you migﬁt lament the joassing (f the great teacﬁers,
the absence of “Kadalai’ or the fact that some parts @C the school are unrecognizaﬁ&z. So too will tocfay’s
students lament notable absences yf tﬁey return to fRoyaf 20-30 years from now.

But the school of our fatﬁers is the same school of our sons and their sons as the case may be. And this
is not because the Tamarind Trees are still there or because the Boake Gates still stand or because from
CRajaEeeya Mawatha the ea(ifice looks uncﬁangecf, except that the parapet wall is taller than it used to
be. It’s not because the school song hasn't cﬁange(i The colors are still blue and go(a[ We still have the
same houses, ?(art(ey, Harward, Marsh and Boake, even tﬁougﬁ we rea[fy don’t have a strong house-
system or house-culture. ‘Roya[ is still part (f the ‘Roya[—ﬂ" homian and is in part cfefinea( By that
encounter and Ey the opposing school. It’s the same with respect to the CBmc[By Shield and T1 rinity
Co(ﬂzge.

There’s sometﬁing that endures cﬁaspite the Joassing @( years and decades and it's not any of these
tﬁings. It’s sometﬁing you rea[fy can’t puta finger on. The ‘sometﬁing’ that makes the school uniclue
and uncﬁangecf at the core even tﬁougﬁ part (f the outer covering is unrecognizaﬁfe to those ﬁefr a (ong

time ago.

Take a walk around the ‘new’ school and you’[f still remember Joeoyﬂa and moments. That’s nosmfgia
obtainable Ey transformations that [efr sometﬁing fami(iar untouched. Reminiscing makes tﬁings ﬁigger
and ﬁrigﬁter than tﬁey really are. There’s a child that lives in all of us that gets reborn in ‘childhood
spaces’. It can’t be too (ﬁﬁ(erent for those from other schools when tﬁey revisit the theater where their

childhood was }ofayea( out.

CRoya[ however s CRoya( and in ways that it will never be St Thomas or Walala Central
Co(ﬂzge. ﬂrguaﬁfe St Thomas’ and Walala Central Co((ege cannot be rRoya( and in fact may not even
want to be like ‘Roya[

There is ﬁistory and }om’vifege that account for certain tﬁings. CRoya[ still sets the pace. CRoya[ still
innovates. Other schools still try to emulate Roya[ But that is not what makes Roya( the school that
it is. It’s like [ove — recognizaﬁﬁ: but imyossiﬁ(e to aﬁzfine. Define it and it will be open season for
rey[ication and the consequent obliteration cgf uniqueness. Dgcine it and it becomes less intangiﬁﬂz and

tﬁerqfore oyen toyurcﬁase or L[éSfVUCtiOTl.

Ask a ﬁoya[ist what ‘CRoya(’ is all about and he will strugg(e to come up with a aﬁzfinitive one-liner. Ask
a non-Royaﬁ’St and he or she would also strugg[e. The one would end tﬁinﬁing ‘no, that’s not what it is,’

and the other migﬁt caricature.



What matters then is that it is fe[t, it is known and it is not translatable to the (anguage (f words. Let’s
just call it a spectre or a syim’t that stays with us but does not Joerisﬁ with our deaths.

KEEPING HER FAME INVIOLATE!

The ORAUK has been su p}wrtinﬂ co-curricular and extra-curricular activities of Rm/a[ Coﬂ%(qe, since
its 1 nce}otion as the organi_x‘ation re}?resenﬁ'ng old Roya [ists in the f(,ln,itecfﬂ(mgdbm, We have contributed

well over £130,000 towards various projects of the coﬂége,
Some ofﬂtﬁ e ﬁz’qli fz’qﬁts over the last fz’ve years are,

-, C C _ -
Reﬁwﬁisﬁment of Cﬁemistry Labs (2015 and 2017)

ORAUK _x;ponsm'ed' the njﬁu'ﬁisﬁnent q}[ two qf the Cﬁemistr}/ Labs conn'iﬁuting GBP £6750 (of the
total @W{get of about £20K) towa1’¢f5}71’g;’ect5 over the last two years. The labs had not been rgﬁu’ﬁisﬁed
fbr more than 25 years and were in a dire state where the safet}/ qftﬁe scﬁoofﬁo}/s was at risk. T 'ﬁeﬁrsr
lab was refurﬁisﬁed with state of the artﬁlci[ities and was the very fz’rst acilities of its kind, among
schools in Sri Lanka. The second lab was renovated B}/ repa iring existmg teak tables, with add&cfsaﬁty

featu res, a HCWf[OO}’ am{}?aint

‘Zlﬁer the refurl;isﬁmmt of ﬁrst lab ‘Zlﬁer rq[urﬁisﬁmenr o’fﬂsecom{ lab



Annual Contributions towards ‘Roya( ‘Rugﬁy

Rm;a[ Rugﬁl/ has been Beneﬁ'tting annualﬁ; ﬁ"om ORAUK and the teams have not fa iled to [ive upto
ex}vecmtions. Since 2010, Rm/af has won the [eawe cliampionsﬁip 4 times and also won the ‘Bmcfﬁt;
shield on three consecutive vears. ORAUK also made a contribution towards the New Zealand tour Ofr
Cliampion ‘Roya[ RH(L}BL/ team 0)[2016. The tour took pl,'acc n Septemﬁer 2017, with 501/5 getting a
ﬂ'm'our qf top class Rucqb‘}/ cx}wrience, incﬁuﬂﬂg coacﬁing sessions, games aga inst two top ﬁigﬁ school

teams and the ultimate experience ofwatcﬁing All Blacks [ive.

‘Roya[‘faam qﬁer }7[21}/1’ ng ‘Ki'ngs C oﬂl*,cqe, Auckland



To those who toiled to mould us into men...

ORAUK part gponsm'ec{ the Drama ‘“MANAME’ to raise fund} for the much needed, Medical
‘Assistance Trogmmme, imy[ementec{ in aid 0}[ retived Teachers of the Coﬂ’ecqe, By the Past Teachers
“Association of CRoyaf ColTe(ge

fBacEing the willow-wielders since 2014

Since 2014, ORAUK have SJ,?OHSO'I"&ZC[ a number qf‘RO}/a[ Cricketers to visit UK a,ﬂcff p[a}/ [eague cricket,
to gain much needed exposure to 951/@[33(1 conditions. The Cricketers were chosen based on their
}w_’ﬂmnances c[m'ing the school season. The cricketers Eenefitting from the 5}7011501’5(11}75 were; Randev
T’atﬁircma, Thiran @ﬁanaya(&, Chamika Karunaratne, Himesh iRamana}/aﬁe and the ﬂ{oya[—
Thomian winm’ng Sﬁiy}oer, Devind Pathmanathan. T ﬁese/p[hyers also took part in the Ro_l/a[ Thomian
and the FOC tournament. ‘Afew individuals and ORAUK }erf'ic{ec[ fumﬁfﬂgﬁvr Cricket equgmnenr to
them at a cost of over £1000. This is an ongoinﬂ cmnmitmentﬁ’om ORAUK to ﬁe(p fRO}/a[ cricket to

'l(ﬂljﬂ rove tf ie sta HC[LH’C[S a'nc{ }7 VOC[MC es é 1[[66[ ancf fllg fl - q ua [l tl/ }7 [Cl l/C rs fOT fflé‘ nationa [ team.

Thiran and Randev (37 and 4rh from Right) Hashen, Devind with their arch rival Thomian Skipper Madushan
with the Royal Team at the Roy-tho

‘Uplifting theatre since 2012
ORAUK mmuam] SpOnsors the iEnq[isﬁ drama sociem/ of Rm/a[ co[[eqe in the Sﬁaléesyeare drama
. C . - C

com}vetition, cnaﬁﬁng the present c{ay students, to [51’1’1’1&; their talents on stage and to L{evetby their
fanguage skills and intm’—}oersoml( skills. Over last ﬁ’ve years, the coffege has won the cony&etition twice.
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Royal College Sports Complex (Sky Pavilion) - 2012

ORAUK made its la rgest part contribution in their fiz'sron/ towards this project, which was delivered at

a cost of Rs 80 million. This has increased the sea‘r[ng capacity at the stadium by 2500, Cnabll‘ng

qmvrox[nmrcl}/, 18,000 }wgpﬁi to witness Rugﬁ}/, ﬂ-lbdic}/ andifbotl&al’l'gamesz
Mofing a puncﬁ to Boxing

ORAUK also makes contributions to ‘Roya( Boxing. It is ﬁeartening to see the ’.Royaf boxers winning
the 100™ Stubbs shield on the 10 of October. This is the 19™ time Royal has won the shield, which no
other schools in the country has achieved in Stubbs Shield oning.

th

‘Memories from the 34" Blue and gofaf ball, held at the Jarestigious }[yatt CRegency, the
Churchill, on the 22””[0fﬂjo1fi(2017.

For more pﬁoros and news on ORAUK, please  visit https://www.facebook.com/ORAUK and

http://www.oldroyalists.org.uk
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Some senior CRoya[ists in action!
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MQTE tﬁese Jates in your ca&mc[ar. e

Please Mark your Diary, plan your holidays so that you can be there at the most looked forward event
(f ORAUK. The B&'G ball 2018, will be held at the El-[yatt CRegency, the Churchill on the 28™ of ‘}ljori[
2018. This is our main funafmising event and we ﬁo]oe to see most of you on this afay‘ Your patronage
will ﬁe[p us to continue the work we do to Eeqo her tﬁy fame inviolate!

ORAUK contacts

‘anomry Patron : Mr. Gamit Ameresckere
Special advisors: Mr Earle Amarasekera

Mr Ganga Kumarasuriyar
Hon Auditor ~ Mr Chris Ferdinando

VICE PRESIDENT
Rashantha De Silva

[m] 077 9171 9231
[e]rashantha@hotmail.com

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT

Hemantha fc{irisooriya ﬂﬁﬁaya Karunasekera

[m] 077 1029 4454
ﬁemantﬁa.ecﬁrisooriya@uni[ever.com [e] aﬁﬁayaﬁaru@gmai[com

[m] 077 88970606

TREASURER
Janak Ranasinghe

[m] 079 5685 4547
[e] janaﬁr@ﬁotmai[.co.uﬁ

COMMIT'T'EE MEMBERS

Dai Liyanage ‘MBE
S Sathananthan
Wasantha Karunathileke

SECRETARY

Dr. Palitha Serasinghe

[m] 079 0308 2453
ofr.semsingﬁe@googfemai[com

Vinayagcm Sangam[ingam
‘Ujgu[ Akarawita
gaycm ’Ranasingﬁe

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Dr Janaka Weeratunga

[m] 07737178960

[e] jcweemtﬁunga@yaﬁoo.co‘ul

Dr Gnana Sanﬁamfingam
Sq}’ifﬁ Wijesena
S@(mzz Razik

Editor’s note : 1f you have stories / feature articles from your time at Royal or indeed anything that could be of interest to
Royalists, please send them to Hemantha.edirisooriva@unilever.com, rashantha@hotmail.com, sufithnw@gmail.com.
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