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This is the second issue cf “From Under the Tamarind Tree’, the Oﬁ(icm[ newsletter of the Old CRoyaﬁsts’
Association in the UK. The purpose cf the newsletter is, to /éee}o the fmterm’ty of Rm/afists in the United
g('iﬂﬂ&ﬁ?ﬂl i'ryformecf of the news and activities Jgermining to our alma mater, and ofcourse ORAUK.




G—ﬂ’gﬁﬁ’gﬁts

o Stubbs Shield winning fRoya[ Boxers winning a Gold and 2 Bronze in Germany
o fRoya[ won the 100" Stubbs Shield comyetition. This was the 19th occasion that Roya[ secured the
Stubbs Shield, the ﬁigﬁest among com}aeting schools. The cﬁamyions were rewarded with a tour to
Germany, afun’ng which, tﬁey }Jmtici}aatecf in Sven Lange Memorial International Boxing meet,
winning a Gold and two Bronze medals.
e Royal - Thomian Cricket encounter ends in a draw, With Thomians winning the 50 overs Match
(Mustangs Trophy)
e Royal wins the National Basketball Championship
o Royal won the basketball championship in National school games
o Rovyal Cagers also won the All Island under 19 tournament, The team remained unbeaten right
through the season.
o  Royal won the inaugural Basketball encounter against Gateway international school
e Royal wins the Royal - Thomian Regatta and the champion team was rewarded with a tour to
Australia, c{un’ng which tﬁey competed' in Ballarat Rowing Regatta and Melbourne Schools
competition
o New Zealand tour of Champion Royal Rugby team
o The Cﬁam}aion fRoyaf Rugﬁy team comjafetecf their New Zealand tour. A contingent cy( 30 }a[ayers,
5 coaches, Master in cﬁarge, Senior games Master and the ?n’nc?pa[ went on the tour, afong with a
group of supporters. The tour was sponsored by a few corporations and Alumni Associations,
ORAUK Eeing one of them. The }ofayers included the entire squad’ of 2018, Joroviafing the 6oy5 a
fantastic chance to learn the game from greats such as former All Blacks coach, Sir Graham Henry.
o Royal Starts the Rugby season with a bang! Beats Kingswood 29-3, St Anthony’s 55-13 and our
traditional rivals S. Thomas by 55-0, winning the Michael Gunaratne trophy. The rest of the
fixtures in first round of the league are as follows
= St Joseph’s - 6™ April
= Trinity (first Leg in Colombo) - 217 April
*  Trinity (second leg in Kandy) - 5 May

You may catch streaming qf (tve Q(oya[ ‘Rugﬁy from http.//www.thepapare.com/live/

o Royalists dominated the world scrabble championship held in Kuala Lampur, Malaysia, by aiding
Sri Lankan youth scrabble team to win the team title.
o ‘Four }oarticipants from fRoya[ Co(fege rgpresented’ the Sri Lankan team name@ Aabid Ismail,
Janul De Silva, Qays Sangﬁam’ and Pasindu Chammika. Aabid Tsmail became the cﬁam}aion
with 20.5 game wins and a margin cf 1699, and another G{oya[ist jcmu[ De Silva emergez{ as the

runner u}).



o 1948 Group celebrates 70th Anniversary
On 14th janua'ry 2018ﬁ’freenformer classmates oftﬁe “Roya[Co[[ege Class of1948”, now all
octogenm'ians, acconyoaniec[ Ey their wives, attended a dinner at the gfoﬁa[ Towers Hotel in Colombo to
celebrate the seventieth anniversary of their admission to Roya[ Col’l’ege in january 19438, when tﬁey
embarked on their seconc[m'y education as ﬁ'esﬁ facec[ and enthusiastic ten and eleven year olds still in their
short trousers. While many who lived in foreign lands were unable to attend due either to _poor health,
moﬁifity joroﬁﬁzms or the strain of [ong haul air travel, three of those present had travelled thousands of
miles from famway lands to grace the occasion.
The 1948 Group }oroc[ucec[ several eminent men which included doctors, engineers, [awyers, accountants,
chairmen qf Jouﬁfie and Jorivate corjoomtions, dental and vete'rinary surgeons, and a minister of religion.
Late Lalith Athulathmudali, a cabinet minister who was assassinated in the Jﬁm’me of ﬁ’fe in 1993, was
}oerﬁaps the best-known member of that illustrious band of men.
The evenings’ ﬁigﬁfigﬁts included a tﬁorougﬁ[y eq}'oyec[ singsong, which took the attendees down memory
lane back to their school c[ays, and a group }oﬁotogmjoﬁ, and culminated with the singing qf the School Song
“School where Our Fathers”.

Blue and Gold Ball 2018

The B&G Ball 2018, will be held at the T-[yatt rRegency, the Churchill on the 28™ of 7\}91’1’[ 2018. ‘This is
our main fumfmising event and we ﬁope to see most of you on the cfay. Your _patronage will ﬁega us to

continue the work we do to éeego her fame inviolate!




Features
Sacred to the memory of Principal E. L. Bradby, founder patron of ORAUXK.

Taken from an article written 6y Mr T.D. S. A. CDisszmayaEa
Member of the Royal College Class of 1049

Fdward Lawrence Bmd’ﬁy, ?rinci}oaf of ’.Roya[ Co((ege from 1939 to 1945, was born in 1 907 and educated at ﬂugﬁy
and Oxforcf, where he took a double First in Classics. At the time of his appointment he was General Secretary of the
Q\@O, The International Student Service. Earlier he was a mucﬁ-respectec[ House Master at Merchant T ayfors
School, which (ike ‘Rugﬁy isa famous Public School in iEng[cma[. QBy virtue of his educational EacEground’ and proven
aﬁifity as a teacher and as an educationist, he was well suited to be ?n’nci}oa[ of the renowned Gloya( Co(fege, which
had celebrated its Centenary in 1935. However he had one major aﬁsazfvanmge, he was on[y 32 years old.

Fate decreed that Trinci}mf mec[ﬁy would be a wartime Q’n’nci})a( of ‘.Roya[ Co((ege. His arrival in Cey(on in
micf—Se}JtemEer 1939 in time for the commencement of the Third Term for schools in Ceyfon, was cfe[ayec[ Ey World
War 1. His initial contract as ?n’nci}aa[ of fRoya[ Coffege was for ﬂve years, thus emfing n Sqotemﬁer 1944.

It ayyearec[ in 1944 that World War 11 would end in 1945. Tl ﬁenfore, he acceyted’ an extension of just one year
because he wanted to get back to fEng[amf, cfrer World War 11 was over.

%q[ore he (efr Cey(on in 1945 he }aresente(f The Bmafﬁy Shield for the two ’Rugﬁy Football matches which are }afayec(
annua(fy since 1943 between G{oyaf Coffege and T n’m’ty Coffege, one in Colombo and the other in ﬂ(anafy.
anizfentaffy, from 1921 t0 1942 onfy one match was }afayecf cmmm[(y’ -From a few hundred spectators in 1945, The
%mafﬁy Shield now caters for capacity crowds of several thousand spectators, with many (ﬁsa}ayointec[ Eeing léﬁ out
because (f lack of seats and even stancfing accommodation. Besides the ﬁigﬁ standards in fRugEy Football maintained
By both schools, there is much reve[ry organizec{ Ey old Boys qf both schools. For years the Old Boys of T n’nity
Co(fege organizeaf a sy(emfiaf Dance at the queen’s Hbte(, ’Kand’y, qf late the Old Boys of ‘.Roya( Co((ege orgam’ze a
dance to match it at The Citadel Qfotef, ‘Kand’y. In Colombo at Old CRoya[ists ‘Rugﬁy Dinner, coloursmen in Glugﬁy

Football scrum down to reminisce, to eat and drink in sty[e ata five-smr Hotel.

What makes Trinci}m( ﬂBmd’Ey one of our great ’Princi}aafs? This article will attempt to answer that question.
?m’nci}aa[ %mcfﬁy had on(y childhood memories of World War 1 when he was a scﬁoofﬁoy at ﬂugﬁy. In 1939, he had
no illusions. Even his afe}mrture from London for Cey[on, with his bride was tfe(ayed’ because qf the outbreak (f World
War 1. When the %mafﬁys fina(fy (efr London, their sﬁi}a was diverted at Gibraltar and had to take the circuitous
route via the Cape of Good f)—(qpe. ’.Before ﬂzaving London, he had read wid’e[y about fRoyaf Coﬂ’ege. That included
every magazine of ‘.Roya[ Coffege for the entirety of the decade of the nineteen thirties and every annual report of the
?m’nci}aa[ afuring that decade. Besides he had many (ong and fruig(u[ discussions with Q\/lajor H. L. Reed ‘MC, our
?m’nci}aa[ from 1920-1932, acénow(edged’ then and now as one of our great ?rinci}aa[s, and ?n’nci}m( L.HW.
Sampson, his }arezfecessor who had served from 1932-1938. Now he not onfy had to im}o(ement his corporate p(an to
usher fRoya[ Co([ege into the decade of the nineteen forties but also to p[ace the school on a war footing.



When ?rinci}oa[ medEy assumed duties in November 1939, he exhorted the Eoys of the Sixth Form at fRoya( Cofl’ege
to join the armed forces and figﬁt for King and Country. He gave vivid accounts of ‘Roya(ists who had seen action in
World War 1. Some of them had won the Mi(imry Cross, others the Q\/lifimry Medal and many more were killed in

action.

One of the best testimonials he gave for those seeéing King’s Commissions was to D. S. ’Attygaffe who was our Head
?rey(ect in 1940, the Senior Sergeant (f our Cadet contingent, a coloursman in Athletics and ‘Rugﬁy Football. He
took the sword of honour the Army passing out joamcfe at CDiyam(awa in 1941, wﬁereu}aon he was commissioned as a
Second Lieutenant in the Cey[on Ligﬁt ’lnfantry, our oldest regiment. In 1967, Q\/lajor genem[ D. S. (Attyga[[e was
a}a}aointed’ Commander of the (Army. When he retired in 1 977, he was a four—star genemf. ?n’nci}oa[ medEy
recommended to the ‘J\favy, in the strongest yossiﬁ(e terms, Kajan CKazfirgamm who had Ca])minezf our Rugﬁy
Football team in 1940, was a ‘Pnfect and the Senior Sergeant. As a Naval Cadet he took the sword of honour at the
_passing out }mmcfe at Trincomalee in 1941. As a Sub-Lieutenant, he saw action qﬁc the coast (f Burma with the
Roya[ Q\favy and was awarded the Burma Star. In 1960 Commodore CRajan ‘Kaafirgamar was ayyointecf Commander
of the Q\favy at the young age qf 40 years. He was later promoteaf to the rank of Rear Admiral.

To Eee:p the momentum with respect to the Armed Forces, Q’n’ncijﬂa[ ﬂBmc[ﬁy ﬁimseg[ ay}o(ied’ for a Commission in the
Ceyfon Cadet Cm’}os. He was commissioned as a Q\/lajor. ﬂ{owever, at Roya[ Coffege he refusec( to be called

Q\/lajor ‘E. L. ﬂBmc[ﬁy because Major H. L. Reed MC, a ?n’nci}oa[ qf (egenzfary fame, had seen action in World War 1
and was a much-decorated Oﬁ(icer.

As a scholar in the Classics, ’Princi}aa[ %mcfﬁy was yuzz(eaf that, whereas ‘.Roya[ Co((ege down the ages had some of
her best }au}aifs stuzfying the Classics, the Oriental Classics, name[y Pali and Sanskrit, were not even in our curriculum.
He set rigﬁt that d’efect with immediate eﬁ(ect and took a persona[ interest in the teacﬁing of these new suﬁjects.
Indeed Pali and Sanskrit turned out to be very yopu[m suﬁjects at ‘Roya[ Co(fege. Many years later fPrinci}aa( Bmafﬁy
was cfe[igﬁtec( to learn that one qf his }Ju}aifs, P. H. Premawardhana (f the ‘.Roya( Coflége Class of 1944, took a First
in Sanskrit at the ’University of Cey[on and joineaf the yrestigious Cey[on Civil Service in 1 956.

?n’nci}m( ﬂBmthy was so yfeasecf with the standard of iEng(isFL, both syoﬁen and written, at Roya[ Co((ege and
re}aeateaffy said that our standards in iEng[isﬁ were even ﬁigﬁer than those at Merchant T ay[m’s School. By the same
token he was }ouzzfec[, Ey all accounts he had received, that Sinhala and Tamil were woefu((y neg[ectecf T ﬁerg(ore,

corrective action was taken without d’e[ay.

?n’nci}m( iBmc[Ey was a devout Christian and read the Bible frequentfy. ﬂ-[owever, yrqfessiona[[y he had misgivings
about one aspect (f the traditions of Qloya( Coffege, name[y reac{ings from the Bible at school functions. In his oyinion
Roya[ Coffege, was a secular institution as qpyosecf to a Christian institution, tﬁerg(ore there should be reatﬁ'ngs from
the Buddhist, ’J-ﬁ’m{u, and Islamic scn:ptures as well. Thus, in one master stroke in ear[y 1940, he honoured
Buddhism, Cﬁn’stianity, Hinduism and Islam By ﬁaw’ng read’ings from all four scnjotures at the afai(y genem[
assemﬁ(y. His strategy worked [ike a charm and it is a tradition of CRoya[ Coflége even toa[ay.

%y then, quite cfear(y ?n’ncipa[ meszy had quicﬁl’y got into his stride. %efore his first year at Qloya( Co((ege was
c(u[y comy[eteaf, he decided to utilize the inac[equate ﬁmzfs collected to build a swimming yoo( ever since our centenary

to build instead a gymnasium. It was ceremonia[fy openec[ in 1941 and gymnastics was introduced to our curriculum
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with immediate eﬁ(ect

In December 1941, ?n’nci}oa[ ﬂBmthy was given a few afays notice to vacate our S}J[emficf }aremises on Reid Avenue,
to make way for a ‘Mi(itary ’J-[osyita[. ’_Jronicaf[y ‘.Royaf Coffege made w’rtuaffy homeless on Suntfay 7th December
1941, the afay ja}mn bombed Pear( Harbour, resu(ting in the United States enten’ng World War 71. ?rinci}m( meafﬁy
and the Boys of fRoya( Co((ege marched out tﬁrougﬁ the Boake Gates singing,

" Are we down hearted ?

Oh no, No *

Somehow Q’n’ncipa( %mcfﬁy obtained syecia( yermission for just one term to locate fRoya[ Co[[ege next door, at The
Colombo University ColTege, now The ’University of Colombo. In that short Joeriozf of time, Roya( Coflége was re-
located at Turret House and three Eunga(ows on Turret Road Jufy rented out for classrooms and even laboratories
for Science })mcticafs. The Colombo ‘University Co((ege continued to make available their groumfs for sports. The
maﬁesﬁgcr arrangements were opemtiona( for four (ong years reﬂecting much credit on the resilience of ‘Pn’nci}m[
%mafﬁy. fxcqationa((y able tﬁougﬁ he was, fPrinci}m( CBmJEy had a clear idea of his l[imitations. He needed to have
the fuf[ support of the Old Boys and his stcgﬁf. In the ‘.Royaf Co(fege Union he had a series qf S}Jecia[ committees. For
exam}o(e the Committee on ‘University Fducation had (uminaries such as ‘Prqfessor Nicholas ?lttyga[(e (Medicine),
?mfessor A w. ‘Myfvaganam (Science), and CPr(fessor J.L.C. fRoc(rigo (Classics). The Games Committee had former
Captains of the Cey(on teams, such as C. C. CDissanayaEa (Athletics), Dr. H. S. R. (joonewanfene (Athletics),

Dr. C. H. gunaseléem (Cricket), S. S. jayewicﬁrema (Cricket) and Danton OEeyseEem (Boxing). On the Staff he
regu(ar[y consulted Vice—?rinci}m( H. 1. Wijesingﬁe, his successor Vice- CPrinciJoa[ 9. C. A. Corea (later ?rinci}m(),
Senior Science Master ‘M. M. Kulasekeram ([ater Vice—?rinci}m[), C. Samamsingﬁe (later Senior Science Master
and still later Vice-fPrincipaO, 9. E V. Pieris (Head Master of the Lower School), Bernard Mendis, and H. R .
Fernando both Hostel Masters, senior teachers C. E. Belleth (Science) and R. Rajaratnam (Science), both of whom
had y[ayezf in the Qloya[-‘f homian Cricket match in their time and other senior teachers, Ca}atain C. P. De A.
(Aﬁeysingﬁe (Cazfeting), Captain B. C. ﬂngﬁie (‘Rugﬁy Football), R. C. Edwards (Art) and T. M. Weemsingﬁe
(fEng[isﬁ),

?n’nci}m( mec(Ey was indeed a ymctica[ man. He mre[y syoée in }aamﬁfes but instead syoﬁe of well-established truths
in the context qf ’.Roya[ Col’fege. Thus he syoﬁe not of:

‘Mens sana in corpore sano (a ﬁea[tﬁy mind in a ﬁea(tﬁy Eoc[y) as his c(istinguisﬁed’ pred’ecessors had done, but instead
he quotezf from the CRoyaf Co(fege Anthem:
"“We will learn of books and men, and learn to y(ay the game"

(Accon{ing[y, he accorded the ﬁigﬁest honour at fRoya( Co((ege to those who simufmneousfy shone in studies and sports.
A supreme exam}afe was Lakshman Wicﬁremesingﬁe, our Head ’.Preifect in 1944. He won both yane[ Jom’zes in fEng(isﬁ,
the Steward Prize and the Sﬁaﬁesyeare Prize, another yane[ }Wize the Dornhorst Memorial Prize, the Best Syeaﬁers’
Prize and several other }Wizes, was Chairman of the Senior Litemry Association, Editor of the ‘Magazine, won
Colours in Athletics, and fRugEy Football and entered The ‘University of Cey[on ona scﬁo(arsﬁ{p. Four years later
he took a First in Economics and a scﬁo(arsﬁi}a to Oxfon{. There he studied Divinity and was ordained a priest of
the Church of fEng[amf At the age (f 35 years he became a %isﬁqp, the youngest fBisﬁoy in the worldwide network o_f
the Church of fEng[amf

?n’nci}m( meJEy attached much importance to zfeﬁating. He was in raptures in fistening to the oratory of one of
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our Head CPreifects in 1941, the diminutive Neville Kanakeratne who was a scholar in ?[istory. At the ﬁeigﬁt of his
career as a Ji}afomat, Ambassador Neville Kanakeratne was looked upon as the finest orator Sri Lanka ever }Jrorfucetf,

even better than Prime Minister S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike and President 7J. R. jayewan[ene.

?n’nci}m( iBmc[Ey also activated the Drama Society, which yroafuced’ a pfay every year “The Sham Trial" smwing
Neville Kanakeratne and "The Merchant of Venice" smwing Neville Kanakaratne, as Sﬁyfocﬁ the Jew, were the most
successfuf of such y(ays. all }n’oceecfs were donated to war charities.

By the same token ‘Pn’nci}m[ ﬁmzfﬁy attached much importance to (itemry skills and hence the Editor (f the
Magazine was a Eey school’ aypointment. C.G. Weemmantry, the Editor in 1 943 was such a goocf writer and a scholar
that he won the Dornhorst Memorial Prize without Being Head CPngfect T o&[ay, he is a wor(c(—famous author on Law
and was a juc{ge (f the International Court of Justice, at the ﬁeigﬁt of his career.

With the fa[f (f Burma, Mafaya and Singa}om’e in em’fy 1942, Cey(on could conceivaﬁfy be the next victim. That
became a stark rea(ity on Easter Suncfay 1942, when carrier - borne aircmfr from Japan under the command of
Admiral Chechi Nagumo (f Pearl Harbour fame, bombed Colombo and Trincomalee caused havoc. ﬂgainst this
Bacﬁgmunc[ CPrinci}oa( %mafﬁy oyened’ a branch of Roya[ Co((ege in Bandarawela, as a wartime measure. At yeaﬁ,
twenty percent of the school oyemtec[ from "Glendale" Bandarawela. With the threat of an invasion Ey Japan recec[ing
in 1943, ’Princtya( mez{Ey continued exyantﬁng the school activities as he deemed fit. The fRoya( Co(fege Farm at
Q\famﬁenpim which was oyenec{ in1940o0na four acre }9[01“ was ex]mnd’ezf in 1943 to twelve acres and }arow’cfeaf the
Hostel with all the fruits and vegetaﬁ[es that was needed, and the Boy Scout T roop, was established on a _permanent
basis in 1944.

?n’nci}m( Bmafﬁy was a strict cﬁsc{p(inarian but a just man. As a matter qf routine he _put into operation the fRoya[
Co(fege Motto "Disce Aut Discede (Leam or ‘Dejoart). There were no exce}otions, not even for those who had excelled
in the CRoya[— Thomian cricket match or in The iBmt[Ey Shield ‘Rugﬁy matches. He went a step furtﬁer and ay})[iea[
a similar cﬂsci}afine on the teachers. He came into class, sat at the back, and [istened to them teach. Those who were

SMB-ST,'(ZHC{(M"[{ ﬁac[to teacﬁ or zfe}mrt

?erﬁa}os the greatest contribution ?rinci}m( meany made to Qloya( Co((ege was to ensure that our hallowed traditions
stood ﬂrm in dark cfays and in ﬁaypier times. $y virtue of these traditions, success is imyortant but honour is even
more im}aormnt Consequentfy, Being a successfu[ man is im}oortant, but Eeing a gentfeman is even more im}aormnt

Q\/lay those hallowed traditions of Roya[ Co((ege never yerisﬁ.

In 1983 (Princ{pa[ and Mrs. E. L. meszy visited Sri Lanka as the guest of The %oya[ Coffege Union for the
centenary of G{ugﬁy Football match with T rinity Co((ege Tl ﬁey were treated rigﬁt roya[[y. In 1996 he }mssec[ away
at the age of nemf[y ninety years. CRoya[ Co((ege. honoured him with a toucﬁing memorial service held at The
Cathedral of The Church of Cey[on in Colombo. When His Lonfsﬁip the Bisﬁoy of Colombo, The ‘Rigﬁt—?everemf
Kenneth Fernando (f the ﬂoya( Co[(ege Class qf 1943, waxed e[oquence n saying an a}a}amjariate fina( prayer, his

yuyi(s, then in their seventies, were moved to tears, while some even broke down and wept.

Q\/lay the turf [ie gentfy over this great ?n’nci}m[ of fRoya( Coﬂ’ege,



With no (jj(ence to our brothers ﬁom School Ey the Sea and other schools ....

0LD BOY’S CHOICE OF SCHOOLS
By Rajaﬁeeya

The yerenm’a( debate that syarﬁs oﬁ( when old Roya[ists and old Thomians meet, often centre round the claim over
which of the two schools had a better record in yroc{ucing successfu( men. There is no doubt that both schools have
yroafucec[ men of eminence whether it be national leaders, academics, yr(fessionafs, sportsmen, businessmen or those
immersed in the fine arts. One unfai(ing test of the claim (f superiority is to ascertain what eminent old Eoys

themselves look for, when cﬁoosing an educational institution for their own sons.

Let’s start with national leaders. The ﬁrst Prime Minister DS Senanayaﬁe a man to whom a ot (f “horse sense” has
been attributed, had both his sons iDuaffey and Robert educated at his old school S Thomas. DS studied onfy up to
the 7 th standard at STC and was known as” CKa(ay John”. He had two elder brothers nicknamed “Colombo John”
and “London John”. London John was none other than FR Senanayalée the on(y one of the three brothers to receive
a tertiary education. He was also the on(y one of the three brothers to stud’y at fRoya[ Co(lége. That must have had
a great impact on him as all his sons RG (Richard gomﬁaya) cu (‘U}oafi) and FT (Tissa) were admitted to fRoyaf
where tﬁey had their entire secom{ary education. SWRD Bandaranaike is ofren refewecf to as the most brilliant
}aroafuct of S Thomas a(tﬁougﬁ he attended school at S Thomas on(y for a cou}afe of years! He was mostfy tutored at
home Ey a resident tutor fmm Britain, AC fRaz{ford’ emy[oyecf Ey SWRD’s fatﬁer. He however must have ayyreciatecf
the value of an education at Gloya( in preference to S Thomas, as his on[y son Anura received his education there.
Premadasa of course staked his claim, which acconfing to his detractors was a mytﬁica[ education he was suy])oseaf
to have received at St jose}aﬁ’s.' He even built some eaftfice there at enormous cost, so the school would have been more
than yfeased’ to admit his son. However, in his wisdom he chose to educate his onfy son at ’Roya[ GG Ponnambalam
who had part of his education at St josepﬁ’s would not trust the old school to educate his son Kumar who attended
Roya[ rigﬁt tﬁrougﬁ from Prep School tﬁrougﬁ Co(fege till he (eﬁ to fo((ow his fatﬁer’s career. There was also Sir
Oliver Goonetilleke arguaﬁ(y the most cﬁstinguisﬁec[ old Eoy of Wesfey Coﬂége who chose to send his on(y son Ernie to
Royaf Mahinda fRaja}mEse would have c{ear(y loved to send his sons to ’Roya( as he ﬁimseﬁf would have Jorefewec[ for
his own education, to fo(fow in the footstejos of his cousin George G{@'a}oalése who ca}atainecf the cricket first eleven and
scored twin centuries in the encounter with T rinity. The area rule imyosezf Ey fRoya[ came in his way and he had to
make do with an education at Thurstan Co((ege, while cﬁoosing S Thomas for the education of his sons.

Now let’s get to the Board of Governors of S Thomas which is a group of about 8 yeop(e incfucﬁng the Warden,
representative of the Diocese (f the ﬂngﬁ’can Church which runs the school, and a few [oya( old Eoys. For many years
tﬁey were Sir Solomon Dias Bandaranaike, Sir James OEeyseﬁere, My CEA Dias, and Dr gﬂ-[ de Saram. ﬂpart
from Sir Solomon (wﬁo admitted his son SWRD to S T! ﬁomas)a[[ the other members of the Board of Governors qf S
Thomas sent their sons to Gloyaﬁ oﬁviousfy énowing that their progeny could receive a better education there! Sir
James Oﬁeyseﬁere for instance sent his on[y son P Oﬁeyseéere to ‘Roya(, JPO later attended Camﬁn’cfge ‘University
afrer which he ffew to Cey[on in his own aircmfr.’ Dr gil-[ de Saram (who y[ayezf for S Thomas in the famous 9 Tun
matcﬁ) sent his son Ggsw de Saram (fater ?rqf (f Forensic ‘Mecficine) to ‘Roya[ where he was a tremendous asset to
his old school a[ways qjj(iciating at Athletics meets etc. ?rqf GSW sent all his sons, Willie, Cﬁristqpﬁer, joﬁn, and
Allan to fRoya[ and all had remarkable careers later. CEA Dias educated his son Smn[ey at ’Roya(, and gmnd’son
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Michael ca}aminec[ fRoya( at cricket. So one could surmise that even the Board of Governors of S Thomas had an
unconcealed admiration and respect for the education }orovid’ezf Ey Qloya(, so much so that their own progeny were
educated there in preiference to S Thomas.

Now to come to some other ‘éey’ old Eoys of S Thomas. Bradman Weerakoon is one qf the few old Thomians who
entered the coveted Ceyfon Civil Service and is ofren claimed Ey Thomians as the pe1:fect embodiment of the }oﬁmse
"men sana in corpora sano” (a ﬁeaﬂ“ﬁy mind in a ﬁeaﬁfﬁy 600@), as he caytainec( the school cricket team in addition
to his attainments in }auﬁfic service. He certainfy must be ﬁaw’ng a “ﬁea(tﬁy” mind as he didn’t trust his old school
when he had to educate his son Asela, who was admitted to Roya(, and that syeaﬁs volumes for the fatﬁer’s sense of
juzfgment as Asela turned out to be a scholar in his own n’gﬁt and is a successfu( career zﬁ:pfomat Senator ‘M
Tiruchelvam was an old Thomian who saw the merit of education in Roya[ and had both sons inc(ucfing the late
Q\fee(an, have their education at fRoya[ Neelan and his brother ﬁajencfm would both have enjoyezf their feaming at
Royaf, their sons too Eeing educated there. Then we have Sri Lanka’s foremost partition (awyer NYA% Cﬁe[\/anayaﬁam
an old Thomian who took his pencﬁanr for “partitioning to a national level Ey espousing fetfemfism.’ He in his wisdom
had all of his sons incfu(ﬁng Chandrahasan and Vaseeharan educated at ‘.Royaf Another fawyer and former Supreme
Court \‘]uzfge ARH Canekeratne whose portrait adorned the pages of the Centenary Number of the Thomian
Magazine, would have assumed that his sons should geta better education than he did, and had both his sons Nihal
and Ranjan educated at ‘.Royaf ﬂarg’an’s son Kris is an international corporate ﬁigﬁ ffyer Eeing the Founder,
Chairman and CEO of Virtusa a Nasc[aq quoteaf company in Silicon Va[(ey with an asset register worth over US$1
Billion, reinforcing the old saying “qua(ity Eegets qua[ity”. Dr SC Paul cﬁstinguisﬁed surgeon, had his ear(y
education in a school in jaﬁna, then moved to Colombo where he studied for a cou}a[e of years each at Wes[ey Co(fege
and S Thomas Coffege Mutwal. He married the afaugﬁter of Dr ‘Asem}o}aaﬁ an old ‘.Roya[ist, and had several children
inc(ucfing two surgeons Dr ?\/lifroy Paul, and Dr ATS Paul, and another son a well-known Civil Servant who took
the name Paul Marcus Jeyarajan. Dr SC Paul in his wisdom chose to educate all (f his sons at Roya[, and the

ymctice has continued to the next genemtion as well.

Now to get to a matter which will rea(fy raise the reganf Thomians should have for CRoyaE When CRoya[ Co([ege was
foundécf as the Colombo ﬂcacfemy in 1835 it was set up cfe(iﬁemte(y as a secular institution as many fami(ies in
Colombo wanted their children to be raised in a non-re(igious environment. Despite the fact that both Marsh and
Boake the first fPrinciJaa(S (f ‘Roya( were “men of the cloth”, education in the school was not coloured Ey any syiritua(
doctrine thus feaw’ng students to be ca}aaﬁfe of inzfe}aencfent tﬁougﬁt and vision. That yﬁi[osqpﬁy seemed to have yaic(
rich dividends. The (ead’ing ecclesiastics in the country all were educated at the secular school called fRoya[ Co[fege.
old fRoya[ists who held ﬁigﬁ church ofﬁ'ce were ’Arcﬁﬁisﬁops Lakdasa de Mel, Bisﬁop Lakshman Wicléremesingﬁe,
%isﬁqp Harold de Soysa(tﬁe first Cey(onese fBisﬁoy of Colombo), Bisﬁop Cyri[ (Aﬁeynaiﬁe, fBisﬁoy Kenneth Fernando,
Canon Beven, and recentfy %isﬁqp CDufee}a de Chickera and ?lrcﬁﬁisﬁoy Roger 9—(e1fr ‘Arc%isﬁqp of Perth, among a
host of others too numerous to mention. The [ist goes on and on but there are no names that come to mind from S
Thomas ! The well known Buddhist }ore[ate Rev Kassappa qf Vajirarama is a great exam}o(e of fRoya[’s contribution
to the cause qf Buddhism, and recent(y retired Civil Servant and old CRoya(ist Olcott Gunasekere fo((owetf his exam}a(e

and is now resident in Vajimmma as Ven Vajimmmavasi Nanaseeha Thero.

Someone recent(y wrote about the manner in which Roya( Coffege ﬁeﬁaed’ in the found’ation of S Thomas in 1851. Let
me add to that Ey refewing to the mumficence qf an old Roya[ist Leslie WF de Saram who donated his 35 acre



orchard at Gurutalawa to S Thomas which ﬁegvecf that school establish its Gurutalawa branch there. 1 wonder
whether any old Thomian could match his magnanimity in ﬁegm'ng his old school, leave alone a rival school.?

When 1 entered Gioya( from Prep School my Form Master greeteaf the new entrants with warm words of welcome
fo((owezf 6y an exhortation to sons of old CRoya(ists among the new entrants to raise their hands, (for icﬁmttfication)
and almost ﬁaﬁf the class did so. ’Afrer all it is the school “where our fatﬁers learnt their way Eefore us”. The
Government’s 2 mile radius rule introduced later Eqat out many sons of old iRoya[ists from et[ucating their children
in the “school of their fatﬁers”. Thanks to President JR jayewardéne however, there has been some equity restored for
old Eoys, ﬁﬁy percent of vacancies in gmdé 1 Eeing reserved for sons of old Eoys, a reservation which we ﬂqpe will

continue. Educational tradition needs continuity and we ﬁoye that the rule }orevm'(s to this dby.

FLOREAT!

Dimensions of d’iscip(ine and ways of yum’sﬁing
By Malinda Seneviratne (ﬁt{p://ma{’ind’awon{s.Bfoggpot.co.uﬁ)

In 1978, the first time ‘Ranjan Maa[ugaﬂé caytainezf ‘Roya[ at the %ig Match, a syorting declaration Ey him
resyomfec[ to Ey yositive Eam’ng Ey the Thomians almost cost CRoya[ the match. Qf 7 remember rigﬁt, S. Thomas’
had to score 44 in 8 overs with 4 wickets in hand (a }n’ece of cake these (fays) but settled for a draw.

In 1978, G{arg}m’s team won the Mustangs T ropﬁy, comformﬁfy Eeating their arch rivals in the 50 over
encounter. What ﬁay}oenecf tﬁereifore is the suﬁject qf this }n’ece.

The Master-in-cﬁarge cf cricket at iRoya( was H. Nanayaéﬁam, who was also the hostel warden. He was
aﬁcectionate(y refewecf to as H. Nana (to zﬁﬁferentiate him fro D.D.R. Q\fanayaﬁéam or “Bus Nana’ who handled
matters related to the school bus service) and sometimes as Haramanis or simy[y ‘Hara’. The fo((owing
conversation is said have taken })[ace between Hara and one (f the coloursmen. Hara, true to form had been

afisarming[y genia( and goor{ humoured.

Hara: So you peoylé would have had a Eig party after the match?
Coloursman: Cf\fo, sir, it was a small party.

Hara: Ah, so all you would have got cocked (drunk)?
Coloursman: No sir, we just had a couy[é of beers, that’s all.
Hara: On(y a cou}a(e of beers? The whole team?

Coloursman: No sir, just 5 of us.

The ﬁ’ve, all coloursman, were cfu(y susyencfeaf CRoya( had to fie(tf a team made of the captain and 10 fres/iers in the
Exide T1 royﬁy tournament (the 50 over inter-schools event). Roya( nevertheless won the Exide T ro}aﬁy.

9 related the story to a fn’en«f at this year’s Roya[—T homian and he responcfeaf with a story (Eig matches are about
swapping stories of old times). This was a soccer story. The cﬁieif protagonist was the soccer captain Gihan
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Flikewala, the naugﬁtiest, most mischievous Eoy in his batch, accort[ing to some. giﬁan is said to have turned a
teacher out of the class once. The said teacher had said (in Sinﬁafa), “Elikewala, either you go out or else 7 will)
and “Elike’, (egenzf has it, had said ‘then you go out sirl’ He had been hauled up to the Vice ’Princijoa[ (£.C.
gunaseﬁem, aka "Kataya’) and is said to have successfu[fy }J[easeaf his case, yointing out that he had been given a
choice and had figure({ that had he gone out of the class, he migﬁt have got into cfee}oer trouble 1f Kataya or some

other strict teacher had seen him.

Flike, accorc(ing to my frienc[, had been ‘}mt on detention’ Ey CKamya. This meant that he would not be allowed to
take part in extra curricular activities for a week. Sac[[y, }11’06(16@ for this ﬁ’rst time, the Roya[ soccer team had
made it to the final’s of the inter-school tournament, thanks mostfy to ‘Elike’s individual brilliance. Elike had
broken the detention-rule and y[ayea[ in the ﬁ'na(, ca[cu(ating that Kataya would not be present at a soccer match.
Kataya indeed had not been there. Unfortunate[y, QCamya had tuned into the Bristol S}JO?’TZS News at 7.30 pm
that m’gﬁt Qloya( had won. ‘Elike had scored the winning goa( and tﬁerefore his name was mentioned. My fn’entf
said that ’.Kamya had summoned Elike the foffowing Q\/lorw[ay, congmtu[atetf him for the historic victory and Ju(y
sfaypec{ a yunisﬁment qf 2 more weeks of detention.

Elike lives abroad. 1 sent him a message asEing him to venfy this story. Here’s his response:

“Yes malla, mara wac[ay macﬁo...everytﬁing went well in the match..next zfay Kataya called me around 1000
o'clock...had a nice chat, even shaved a chinese roll and tea with me, asked about the match 11! 17 mumbled saying it
was ok, and he told me it was womfe(fu[ that we had won the cﬁamyionsﬁip, wanted to know 1f 7 had a twin, because
he was bemused as to how 1 could be in two jafaces at the same time...of course he congmtu(ateaf me, and then told me
that since my twin was still at detention, to make it a famify aﬁ(air Ey sim’ng next to him for two weeEs.,.(f course
he Erougﬁt it down to three c{ays, when his chinese roll went missing...ﬁeﬁ heh...

That’s the Elike of 198 3/84, A quarter of a century has cﬁange(f notﬁing, 1 fe[t

7 told him that this deserves to be written about because it illustrates several tﬁings. His commitment to his sport,
team and the school at the cost of yunisﬁment; Kataya’s sense (f humour, aﬁi[ity to be gracious, readiness to reward
him for his eﬁcorts and the determination to ensure that ‘Elike learned that other tﬁings are as important as a
victory on the sports fie[&[. 1 told him also that the person who told me this story said that tﬁings [ike this moulded

him, guicfea[ him when facezf with tougﬁ decisions and that we learned more from such tﬁings and such yeqp(e than
from our school books!

Fleke was also easy going and c[es)m'te his imyisﬁness By and [arge sided with the ‘n’gﬁt’ and ‘goocf’ n tﬁings that
counted. He sent a short response: “No worries macﬁo...u}a to you malla, 7 have absolute faitﬁ n your aﬁifity....if |
can do ANYTHIN( G to d’eve[op someone to become better, then 1'm your man...You take care, bro, and Eeqa in touch

when you can.’

Several decades afrer both incidents, my fn’enzf and 1 recalled how ﬁfe-mou(d’ing tﬁey have been and yerﬁa}as not
Just for the two of us. Both stories were }Womyteaf By a recent incident where two school captains representing a
national Under 19 team were caugﬁt entertaining prostitutes in the hotel where tﬁey were staying for the duration
of an important international encounter. Both were ﬁigﬁ[y talented. 1 don’t know ff the relevant authorities chided
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tﬁem 01’]1141' tﬁem on dlztention or S}OOE@ aﬁout twins over cﬁinese 1’0[[9 amftea, Eut neitﬁer were susyendécffmm

their respective teams.

7 am wond’ering what kind of conversation two random men in their mitf-forties would have 25-30 years from now
about c(isci}a[ine and punisﬁment 7 onfy ﬁoye that there are as many Elikewalas and Haras as there are power-
backed mﬁcians and arm-twistable authorities so that those two unknown individuals can spealé in yositive terms

ELEOUTS SCEOO[d’llyS amftﬁe [6550715 tfley (earnt, qfﬁOOES amfofmen.

KEEPING HER FAME INVIOLATE!

The ORAUK has been supporting co-curricular and extra-curricular activities of Rm;a[ Colfege, since its
1’11&}%1’011 as the myanisation re}n'esenting old ‘Roya [ists in the United ﬂ(inﬂcfom. We have contributed well

over £130,000 towards various projects oftfw coﬂEge.
Some ofﬂtﬁ e ﬁz’qli fz’qﬁts over the last fz’ve years are,

-, C C _ -
Reﬁwﬁisﬁment of Cﬁemistry Labs (2015 and 2017)

ORAUK gponsored' the re;ﬁl rbishment qf two of the Cﬁemistr}/ Labs contriﬁuting GBP 6750 (q}[ the total
‘Bud;qet qfaﬁout £20K) rox¢fc11’¢{5}71'q;'ect5 over the last two years. The labs had not been re;fu 1’61’51?651)%1’ more
than 25 years and were in a dire state where the sa ét}/ qf the 5cﬁooﬂ50y5 was at risk. The ﬁrst lab was
rgfurﬁzfsﬁecfwirﬁ state of the artﬁlcifities and was the very first acilities of its k;z'nd: amonyg schools in Sri
Lanka. The second [ab was renovated 6_1/ re}mz'ring existmg teak tables, with ac{d’ed‘sqﬁt}/ featurcs, a new

ffom' and paint.

‘Zlﬁer the refurl;isﬁmmt of ﬁrst lab ‘Zlﬁer rq[urﬁisﬁmenr o’fﬂsecom{ lab
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Annual Contributions towards ‘Roya( ‘Rugﬁy

Roya[ Rugﬁ}/ has been Eenqﬁttzﬂg annuaﬂ}; fmm ORAUK and the teams have Hotfa iled to [ive up to
expectations. Since 2010, Q{O}/a[ has won the l,'eaﬁque cliampionsﬁ{p 4 times and also won the Q%mcﬂ;}/ shield
on three consecutive years. ORAUK also made a contribution towards the New Zealand tour quﬁmn}aion
Royal'ﬂ{ugﬁ}/ team of 2016. The tour took }aface in Scytemﬁer 2017, with 50}/5 gctring aﬂ‘avour qftoy class
R’Ltgﬁ}/ cxyerience, 1’1’1cl'1,4d7'i;15 coacliing sessions, games a(qainst two top h igli school teams and the ultimate

experience ofwatcﬁmﬂ All Blacks [ive.

AL T
~ ¥ A

»

Ul

‘Roya[‘faam qﬁer }7[21}/1’ ng ‘Ki'ngs C oﬂl*,cqe, Auckland
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To those who toiled to mould us into men...

ORAUK part sponsowd’tﬁe Drama “MANAME’ to raise ﬁmc{s for the much needed, Medical Assistance
T’;’ogmmnw, 1'1n}afmnentec{ in aid of retired Teachers of the Coffege, EL/ the Past Teachers Association of
‘Roya[Co[[ege

fBacEing the willow-wielders since 2014

Since 2014, ORAUK have §ponso}’ec{ a number qfﬂ{oya[ Cricketers to visit UK and }7fay [eague cric/éet, to
gain much needed exposure to fngﬁ'sﬁ conditions. The Cricketers were chosen based on their Jgaformances
cﬁn’ing the school season. The cricketers Be1fleﬁ'ttingﬁ’om the 5}0011501’5@05 were; Randev Pathirana, Thiran
@ﬁana}mth, Chamika Karunaratne, Himesh CRmnana}/aEe and the Roya[— Thomian winning Séljﬂ}?mﬂ
Devind Pathmanathan. These Jatb}/et’s also took part in the CRO}/a[ Thomian and the FOC tournament. A
few individuals and ORAUK }Wovic{ecf fumﬁngﬁw Cricket equipment to them at a cost of over £1000. This
is an ongoing commitment from ORAUK to ﬁe@a Roya[ cricket to im}vrove the standards and }71"od14cc
skilled and ﬁigﬁ—qua[ity }7&1}/ersfbr the national team.

Thiran and Randev (37 and 4rh from Right) Hashen, Devind with their arch rival Thomian Skipper Madushan
with the Royal Team at the Roy-tho

‘Uplifting theatre since 2012
ORAUK annua[[}/ Sponsors the iEnﬂﬁsﬁ drama Society cf Roya[ ColTe(ge in the Sﬁ,aﬁespeara drama

CO'H'lJ]Cﬁ(fl’OTL, C?’ldﬁ[llﬂg tﬁe}oresent Cﬁll/ Stm{ents, to 61’[11&] fflt’ﬂ” ta [6111'5 on Stage cmc{to d&‘VE’[O}? fflé’ﬁ” [anguage

Sﬁlﬂ:\ a'nc{intm’—}oersona[Séim‘. Over [Cle }[l’\f’C years, fflC coffege flaS won fﬁé’ COH}P@HIH’O'H twice.
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Royal College Sports Complex (Sky Pavilion) - 2012

M(ﬁng a Jmmcﬁ to Boxing

O CrRLL L1 L™

=

l e

100th Stubbs Shield MUR(UVE(OM
Boxing Encounter .

th

Blue and gof(f ball, held at the }orestigious ?(yatt Regency, the

‘Memories ﬁfom the 34

Churchill, on the 22’“{0)( f}lpri[ 2017.
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Doctors Hemantha Abeywickrema and Gamini Pannila Vithana, with their families and ﬁ’ienaf_\‘.
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ORAUK contacts

‘anomry Patron : Mr. Gamit Ameresckere
Special advisors: Mr Earle Amarasekera

Mr Ganga Kumarasuriyar
Hon Auditor ~ Mr Chris Ferdinando

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT
Hemantha fEr{irisooriya illﬁﬁa_ya Karunasekera Rashantha De Silva

[m] 077 88970606 [m] 077 1029 4454 [m] 077 9171 9231
ﬁemantﬁa‘ea[irisooriya@uni[ever.com [e] aﬁﬁayaﬁaru@gmaifcom [e]rashantha@hotmail.com
TREASURER SECRETARY ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Janak Ranasinghe Dr. Palitha Serasinghe Dr Janaka Weeratunga

[m] 079 5685 4547 [m] 079 0308 2453 [m] 07737178960

[e] janaﬁr@ﬁotmai[.co.uﬁ cfr.semsingﬁe@goog[emai[com [e] jcweemtﬁunga@yaﬁoo.co.uﬁ
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Dai Liyanage ‘MBE \/inayagcm Sangamfingam Dr Gnana Sankamfingam

S Sathananthan ‘Ujgu[ Akarawita Sujitﬁ W?jesena

Wasantha Karunathileke gayan fRanasingﬁe S@(mzz Razik

Editor’s note : If you have stories / feature articles from your time at Royal or indeed anything that could be of interest to
Royalists, please send them to Hemantha.edirisooriya@unilever.com, rashantha@hotmail.com, sufithnw@gmail.com.
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